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Preface
The proceedings of this special issue of the Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics contain contributions
from participants in the conference Special Functions: Asymptotic Analysis and Computation, which took place in
Santander (Spain) from 4–6 July 2005. The conference, which brought together leading experts in the ﬁeld, was
organized in honor of Nico M. Temme, who celebrated his 65th birthday in 2005; his wife Gré was a special guest
during the days of the conference.
The contributions of Nico Temme in the ﬁeld of asymptotic analysis and the numerical computation of special func-
tions are reﬂected in more than 100 publications in specialized journals. His book Special Functions, An Introduction
to the Classical Functions of Mathematical Physics, is a classical reference in the ﬁeld. Nico did also important editorial
work for journals such as SIAM Journal of Mathematical Analysis, ZAMP and Mathematics of Computation, and he
is currently active in the Digital Library of Mathematical Functions (update of the classic Handbook of Mathematical
Functions, by M. Abramowitz and I. Stegun), which is an ongoing project of NIST.
The editors of these proceedings have enjoyed a fruitful and very pleasant collaboration with Nico in which the
human qualities equal the scientiﬁc ones.
We are very grateful to the different institutions who offered support for the organization of the conference: Univer-
sidad de Cantabria, Universidad Pública de Navarra, Escuela de Turismo Altamira and the Spanish Ministry of Science
and Education. Finally, we also would like to thank Luc Wuytack for his support in publishing this special issue.
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